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Subject... AMOMymous letter to the Police Department regarding the "I sin 


Dramatic Club®. 


With reference to the attached anonymoue letter 


containing an allegation againat tne "I Lin Dramatic 
Club", I beg to report that thie organization which is 
known to the Municipal Police ae the Shanghai Nyi Ling 
Dramatic Society. ( iR Af Bal 7+ +), firet came into 
existence at the beginning of 1938 with the object of 
atudying drama and promoting amusements and an 
application for regietration was subsequently made by 
ite promoters to the Special Branch, Shanghzi Municipal 
Police but retained, pending consideration. 


During the period, a watch was kept on the 


activities of this Society and it was seen that in 

1958, membere of the Society staged only two shows: 

the firet time at the so-called “Little Theatre", now 

defunct, at 730 Foochow Road, for aix days beginning ! 

from February 5, 1938, and the second ti:se in 

conjunction with other dramatic societies at the 

e0-called Shanghai Sunday Theatre, now defunct, located 

in the Strand Theatre, Ningpo Road, for one day only. 

The playe on both occasions were censored by 8. 3 

Special Branch and found to contain nothing objectionable. 
, Owing to lack of sufficient funde, this Society 


was practically inactive except for staging the two 
shows mentioned above. 

On January 30, 1939, the principal promoters of 
thie Society decided to resuscitate the activities of 
the Society and submitted a‘ further application to the 
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Special Branch for registration, which was approved 


by D.C. (Special Branch) and Registration Certificate 
No. C26 wae issued on February 8, 19359. 

Since then this Society hase staged shows every 
Sunday morning, at the Carlton Theatre. Synopses of 
Playe staged are always censored beforehand by S. 3 
Specia) Branch. 

Thie Society is at present governed by a 
Committee of seven persons, all young men who are 
students or shop assistants (Vide Special Branch 
Report dated Feb. 7, 1939). It has at present a 
memberehip of 37 male and female young people, the 
list of members being attached to thie report with 
tranelation. Although it ia impossible to atate 
definitely whether or not they had taken part in the 
national salvation movement following the outbreak 
of Sino-Japanese hoatilities in 1937, there is nothing 
on record in this office to their detriment. On the 
whole, thie society ia run Practically on the same lines 
as numerous other amateur dramatic societies which 
have been staging showe at various Places in the 
Settlement from time to time. : 

Mr. Kiang Ying (53%) and Mr. Chiang Yeng 
(S47), the two principal promoters, during an 
interview on March 15, 1939 were asked whether they 
had come into conflict with any other @erganizationa or 
parties. In reply they stated that aperst from a private 
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quarrel with a former colleague in the Society over 


certain financial questione about a month ago, which 
Giepute had already been settled amicably, they were 
at peace with the general public. 

An examination of the emvelope of the anonymous 
letter shows that this letter was posted at 3 p.m. 
March 3, 1939 at the 24th Sub-Post Office, Development 
Butiding, corner of Foochow and Kiangse Roada. 

Clerical Aseiatant Mei Yoh, the Handwriting 
Expert of the Crime Branch, was coneulted with regarding 
the writing and composition of the letter in question. 

While there is no record in the Crime Branch 
which may point to the identify of the writer of 
the letter, Mr. Mei ie of the opinion that tne hand- 
writing is not in a free hand but is purpoeely 
disguised. 

The signature, “Pi Mi Tang Pu" means "Secret 
Party *. Thie party has never been known to the. 
Municipal Police and every effort made to ascertain 
its identity hae brought no succesa. 

The letter contains three prints of two different 
seala. The seal giving two printe contains two words 
"Characters Warning"; it is apparently engraved 
by an amateur on a piece of rubber. On this eeal, 
aleo appears the number 583, which preobatly means 
or is intend to convey that thie letter is the 583rd 
on the file of thie society, and that previously 582 
letters of a similar nature had already been sent cut. 
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Nevertheless, apart from the present case, no letter 


of thie form has ever come to the notice of the 
Municipal Police and therefore there is every possibility 
that the @uepemesemmt number is put down for no other 
Purpose than to mielead the Police. 

The other small chop ia inecribed with characters 
“Wong Chueh" ( = 33%. ) which correapond with the name 
of one of the actors who has been assisting the Nyi 
Ling Society in ite performances. Wong Chueh alias 
Wong Bei Pao (7 +2.) is a native of Shanghai, age 
25, hae no regular employment and stays with hie 
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relative at 1280 Bubbling Well Road. ‘He earns his 
living by acting ae an amateur actor at the Nyi Hwa 
Studio, 1109 Connaught Road, 0.0.L. He has not come 
to the notice of the Police in connection with any 
political activities. 

According to Mr. Chiang Yeng (£45 )> the 
promoter of the Society, Wong Chueh is on quite 
friendly term with him and with other members of the 
group, and there is no reazon to suspect Wong Chueh 
| to be the party responsible for making the alisgation 
in question againet -the Nyi Ling Dramatic Society. 

In addition Wong Chueh'ts personal chop is of quite 


different appearance from the one used in the anonymous 
letter. 
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ae It ie to be noted that/Nyi Ling Dramatic Society 
‘ has been compelled to discontinue the staging of Sunday 
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performancee at the Carlton Theatre commencing from 


March 19, as the management of the Carlton The atre 
has decided to use the premises themselves on Sunday 


mornings. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE NYI LING DRAMATIC SOCTETY 
Age Nativity 


Woo Tseng Huan 


CF vh th? 
C% A) 


Se 


25 


22 


21 


21 


Kiangying 


Chekiang 


Hushing 


Residmcece 
699 Rue Ratard. 


Lane 653, 21 
Sinza Road. 


Lane 316, 21 
Rue Ratard. 
Tel.No. 75401 


Lane 603, 80 
Connaught Road. 


Lane 88, 4, 
Rte. Vaiion 
Tel.No.83969 


Lane 653, 24 
Sinza Road. 


Tulun Cigarette 
Factory, Brerian 
Road. 

22122 


Tel. No. 


Lane 316, 1, 
Yates Road. 
Tel. Wo.33215. 


Name 
Yi Yue Wei 
HB By? 


Koo Dong Kao 


CAR Tf) th 


20 


20 


23 


25 


22 


22 


25 


21 


Nativity 


Zangchow 


Ningpo 
Sharg hai 
Zangchow 


Shanghai 


Ningpo 


Zaushing 


esideme 


‘55 Rue Porte de 


1L'oOuest. 


Lane 1192, 21 
Gorton Road near 
Robigon Road. 


50 Honan Road. 


673 Rue Brenier 
de Montmorani. 


380 Rue Lafayette. 
-do- 


Dah woo (RK. # ) 
Rice Shep, Rue 
Bluntechii. 


Lane 262, 7 
North Shanse Road. 
Tel. No.46804 


232 Rue Gaston 
Kahn. : 


260 Avenue 
Edaward VII. 


11 Rue Massenet. 


1001 North 


“Rear Hefning ma. 
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Name Alias Sex Age Nativity Residence 
Yuan Lih M 21 Ningpo Lane 56, No.5 
(eZ Bg) Kiaochow Road. 


Tel. No.31871 


Yao Lien Chiun Bah Dib F 20 Pingwa 3 s Li 
(yb ¥ oh) (@ &) Cz “EE » 


5 po} : F 25 Shanghai 130 Rue de Peres. 
Tong Gee . F 23 Canton 37 Ziang Kong Li 
(4% 9) Myburgh Road. 
Z Ying F 27 #=Fukien 4 Hart Terrace, 

. (  ?. ; Hart Road. 
Yao am 4 F 25 Fukien 3 ang Pa ee 
Cigbs : 

bystte? 

Zau Choh Nyien ; F 20 Peiping 22 Hwa Kee Avenue, 
(4h 4 ) B'Well Road. 
Zau Mei Nyien F 19 Peiping . -de-~ 
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dees stoma ap RACH OU Vt re 193.92... 
ire) 
“Alpen Noenuntmant 
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wis, 

© bey, LO AnfYor a ,uu Lin t Giulogume pliy 
hus been Staged Gf fi Gacadie: thewre in the 
TIntern:.tional Settlesan oy ite “I Jin “rumatic 
‘lub™ at LO a.m. on wihiaeyS. he buckrround of 
th .t oppanization is too ovvious. It is trere- 
fore reguested that inqui ies be nade anu 
-ction taken by the police lest we snould re- 
sort to something untoward, deirimenital to the 
interests OF peace und o-u*.. 


(Sirred): “PT “4 “ane Ta. 
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In accordance with the instructions of D.C. (Special 
Branch), Mr. Kiang Yeng( BS f!> ), one of the chief promoters 
of the Shanghai Nyi Ling Dramatic Society, ware interviewed at 
Police Headquarters on the afternoon of February 14, 1938, 
and informed that the application by the society for 
registration would be retained meantime and would be given 
reconsideration after a suitable period. Mr. Kiang was 
further advised that during that period, programmes of any 
Plays which the society intended ataging in the Settlement 
would have to be submitted to the Special Branch for scrutiny 
one week in aitvence. Mr. Kiang promised to comply with these 


instructiona. 
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Forwarded Nerewith is an ap lication Yor revistra- 
—— Subuitted to the Special Branch vor examination and 
a>oroval by the Shanjyhai Nyi Ling; Dramatic Society, Lane 
116, House-7 wuting Road. (Gordon Road District). 

This Society came into existence on January 1, 
1938 with offices at the above address and *Joe700 Avenue 
voffre. ‘Lhe object of the society is to make money by 
staying plays, and it is actually a professional dranatic 
group 9 a small scale. 

This Society claims to have 26 members, the 
majority being former actors or stucentse she names of 
the chief promoters are as follows:- 

Kiang Zung Yue LB IPE) ), former student, 

residing 21/310 Rue Ratard; . 

Pan Lee sen SIGE, Bank clerk, 

residing 5/1050 ‘ginza Road; 

Kiang Yeng Ary ), actor, 

residing 1/316 Yates Road; ~ 


Sung Tuh Kong SEER): former student, 


residing 126. Sae Hou Lee, Hardon Road. 
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According to the records of this office, these 
names have not come to the notice of the Special Branch 


in connection with any activities. 


Between February 5th and 10th, the Shanghai Nyi 
Ling Dramatic Society staged two plays entitled "stoma": 
and "Wu Kuei Jao" (both censored and passed by S-3) at the 
Shanghai Recitation Hall, 730 Foochow Road. The venture | 
was a failure and the society sustained a loss of about 
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3800- AS a result of this loss, the society is in financial 
difficulties and unable to pay the rent at Noe700C Avenue 
Joffre, which has recently fallen due. 

Although ovservation kept on this organization by 
Specie! Branch detectives has so far failed to disclose 
anything detriinental, it is possible that undersirable 
elconents nay in future utilize tiis organization for some 
ulterior pueioee, in view of the fact& that the majority 
are for.ier Students and the society is financially 


unsounde 
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Registration Form for Organizations. 
Municipal Notification No. 4878 of October 21, 1937. 


p Fi shanghe oe ins Oremesti : Bi oe 
1. Name of Organization °°" ainsi Ling Grenatic society. 


. Address 3° "€ jis, . use 7, Yting Roce 


Object." HObAtein Liver Phe ad af memes “we Satis ples s 


. (a) Date of formation..3+11+-1957 | (b) Date of Inauguration..; ° 


nak WN 


Promoters: Name “i085 2USs “Y€ Occupation “28% & trcent, 


Poa Lee gen ee Ges, 
i ef Cr oD. 
6. Chairman: Name..:3002:5 0585 ee Shigeo BOE DE cscs 
, Home address 1»..4.¢ S16 ¥: tes Rosa. 
Bussiness address... -'') 71922, 700 Avenue Jofrre, 
7. Committee: Name..529 Lee %€9 _— Occupation . 269K clers. | 
eros tine Tuk, Kong seintiboesnoten seni ieee CE coe PD assess 
wee Ong Z2a1 nong Unetuplos @G.e reisenuabe 
8. Sub-Offices, if any: Address came sa tlauusy hand sandilepia laden aAtRanON 
Officer-in-charge 
9. Total membership expected... =€ 


Profession of members in general Stucents anc b -siness mene 
Membership fee ......... if 
. Subsidies. 
10. Proposed activities........... 


11. Registered _ Seaene snaive City Government... "i190... Peete 
Serial No. and Date of certificate issued 000i otters 
Signed. RAS ee. Oe 
Promoters. 
Date... ~ Cet eA ISBe oe on nARD EE, MON Be ccs cteemencianeton 
- _ ee 
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